yflMBMTenbHbii MpaHHbm fle Hb, 1780. 

fleBeHC, P. M. 


Devens, R. M. The Wonderful Dark Day. 1780. 

In: Our first Century: being a popular descriptive portraiture of the one hundred 
great and memorable events of perpetual interest in the history of our country, 
political, military, mechanical, social, scientific and commercial... etc. 

- Springfield, Mass., C. A. Nichols & Co.; Chicago, H. Heron, 1878: 88-96. 


Our First Century: 

BEING A 

POPULAR DESCRIPTIVE PORTRAITURE 



OF rERPETOAL INTEREST 


IN THE HISTORY OF OUR COUNTRY, 


Political, HSFilitary. AFechanical, Social, Scientific 
and Commercial: 

EMBRACING ALSO 


DELINEATIONS OF ALL THE GREAT HISTORIC CHARACTERS 
CELEBRATED IN THE ANNALS OF THE 
REPUBLIC j 


Men of Heroism, Statesmanship, Genius, Oratory, Adven¬ 
ture and Philanthropy. 


By Ft. M. DEYENS, 

Member of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Author of Apple tons' Commercial and business Cyclopedia, 
Lives Of Washington, Napoleon, and Wellington, !fc., tpc. 


Splendidly Illustrated with Several Hundred Plates, Portraits, and other Embellishments. 


PUBLISHED BY 

C. A. NICHOLS & CO., SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
HUGH HERON, CHICAGO, ILL. 

1878 . 


Chicago 

1878 







fleBeHC, P. M. 

YAMBMTenbHbiM MpaHHbiw fleHb, 1780 . 


Devens, R. M. The Wonderful Dark Day. 1780. 

In: Our first Century: being a popular descriptive portraiture of the one hundred 
great and memorable events of perpetual interest in the history of our country, 
political, military, mechanical, social, scientific and commercial... etc. 

- Springfield, Mass., C. A. Nichols & Co.; Chicago, H. Heron, 1878: 88-96. 



yflMBMTenbHbm MpaHHbiM fleHb, 19 Man 1870. 

Wonderful Dark Day, May 19, 1870 {88}. 


flepeBOfl Ha pyccKi/iii S3bik m ocjoopMneHne 


2018 

M. TennoHe, 

"1/lcTMHa cflenaeT Bac CBo6oflHbiMM 






YflMBUTejibHbm MpaHHbiM fleHb, 1780. 

fleBeHC, P. M. 

Haw nepBbm BeK: nonynapHoe onucaHne da BennKnx i/i 
3anoMMHaK)Lqnxcfl co6biTi/M, npeflCTaBrmtoLfli/ix MHTepec, 
b i/icTopi/m Haweti CTpaHbi, nonuTMKe, b o6nacTM Boemnoro 
ncKyccTBa n Mexam/iKe, b o6nacin copnanbHbix OTHOLueHi/m, 

b Hayxe, KOMMeppi/m, i/i T.fl. 


Devens, R. M. The Wonderful Dark Day. 1780. 
In: Our first Century: being a popular descriptive portraiture of the one hundred 
great and memorable events of perpetual interest in the history of our country, 
political, military, mechanical, social, scientific and commercial... etc. 
- Springfield, Mass., C. A. Nichols & Co.; Chicago, H. Heron, 1878: 88-96. 

White, 1888, 1911: 306 


MpaHHbm fleHb 19 Mas 1780 rofla, Korfla CTpaHHaa TbMa 3aBonoKna Bee He6o Hobom 
AhITIHH, OCTaeTCR eflMHCTBeHHblM B CBOeM pofle M B BblCLIieM CTeneHM TaMHCTBeHHbIM M 
Hepa3raflaHHbiM cjoeHOMeHOM, M3 npoM30iueflLui/ix b TeneHMe nocneflHero CTOJieTMR. - Oh 
npi/mec Hen3maflMMoe OLflymeHMe TpeBorn m 6ecnoKowcTBa flna MHO>KecTBa yMOB, a Tax- 
>xe pa30HapoBaHne b noBefleHi/m npocTbix C03flaHMM, nocKonbKy flOMaLUHHH niupa b pac- 
TepaHHOCTM, y6panacb Ha cboi/i HacecTbi, fluxue nTuqbi yneTeni/i b cboi/i rHe3fla, a ckot 
B epHyncR b CTOkina. flew ctbi/i Ten bHO, TbicHHW flo6ponopnflOHHbix nioflei/i b stot fleHb Su¬ 
nn noriHOCTbio y6e>KfleHbi, mo stoi/i 3eMne npniuen xoHep; MHon/ie noTepnnn caMoo6na- 
flaHkie i/i, ocTaBMB Ha BpeMH CBeTcxne 3aHHTHH, HanajiM i/icxaTb cnaceHHe b pennrnn; b to 
> xe BpeMR, MHorwe flpyrne roBopi/mi/i, mto TbMa, sto He Tonbxo cmmboji Eo>xbero Heroflo- 
BaHiifl, Bbi3BaHHoro o6nnneM 6e33aKOHMH i/i Mep30CTHMH anoxw, ho 3to eLfle i/i npefl3Ha- 
MeHOBaHi/ie 6y,qyLflnx pa3pyujeHi/M, KOTopbie flon>KHbi 3axnecTHyTb 3eMruo, xax sto y>xe 
nponcxofli/ino c HexoTopbiMM CTpaHaMi/i, ynoMHHyTbiMH b 6i/i6nencxoi/i i/i cto p i/i i/i , - ecnH He 
HacTymiT cxopenLuero noxanHHH i/i {89} He HaMHeTcn pecjoopMaLiMH. Bcnxne HeBe>Kflbi nyc- 
Karmcb b TyMaHHbie i/i flnxne flOMbicnbi OTHOci/iTeribHO npi/iMi/iHbi 3Toro HBneHnn; i/i fla>xe Te 
rny6oxne yMbi, KOTopbie Mornn 6bi "n3Mepi/iTb He6eca i/i cocni/iTaTb 3Be3flbi", eflBa He no- 
Tepnnn cnoco6HOCTb k KaKOMy-nn6o papHOHanbHOMy o6t>ncHeHi/iK) co6uti/m. Paccxa3bi- 
B3IOT, MTO B 3aKOHOflaTe/lbHOM C06paHHH LUTaTa KOHHeKTHKyTa B 3TO BpeMR npOXOflMna 
OMepeflHaa cecci/in, ho TeMHOTa 6bma HacTOJibKO ywacatomen, mto MJieHbi co6paHwn i/icny- 
ranHCb h flyMann, mto npnLuen CyflHbin fleHb, noaTOMy 6bmo npi/iHHTO peweHHe OTno>XHTb 
OMepeflHoe cnyLuaHHe. Ilpi/i stom r-H flaBeHnopT (Davenport) BCTan h CKa3an: "rocnoflWH 
cnnxep, - ni/i6o sto CyflHbin fleHb, ni/i6o HeT. Ecnn sto He cyflHbii/i fleHb, to HeT HHxaxoi/i 
Heo6xoflHMOCTH 3axpbiBaTb 3aceflaHne. Ecrm sto cyflHbii/i fleHb, to h xony 6biTb Hai/ifleH- 
HblM BbinOJIHHIOLflHM CBOI/I flOJIT. npOLIiy npHHeCTl/l CBeMH, 1/1 Mbl npOflOTDKMM 3aceflaHMe". 


> 
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Almost, if not altogether alone, as the most mysterious and as yet unexplained phenomenon of its kind, in nature's di¬ 
versified range of events, during the last century, stands the Dark Day of May Nineteenth, 1780, - a most unaccountable 
darkening of the whole visible heavens and atmosphere in New England, - which brought intense alarm and distress to 
multitudes of minds, as well as dismay to the brute creation, the fowls fleeing, bewildered, to their roosts, and the birds to 
their nests, and the cattle returning to their stalls. Indeed, thousands of the good people of that day became fully con¬ 
vinced that the end of all things terrestrial had come; many gave up, for the time, their secular pursuits, and betook 
themselves to religious devotions; while many others regarded the darkness as not only a token of God's indignation 
against the various iniquities and abominations of the age, but also as an omen of some future destruction that might 
overwhelm the land - as in the case of the countries mentioned in biblical history, - unless speedy repentance and {89} 
reformation took place. The ignorant indulged in vague and wild conjectures as to the cause of the phenomenon; and 
those profounder minds, even, that could "gauge the heavens and tell the stars," were about equally at loss for any ra¬ 
tional explanation of the event. It is related that the Connecticut legislature was in session at this time, and that, so great 
was the darkness, the members became terrified, and thought that the Day of Judgment had come; a motion was conse¬ 
quently made to adjourn. At this, Mr. Davenport arose and said: "Mr. Speaker, - It is either the Day of Judgment, or it is 
not. If it is not, there is no need of adjourning. If it is, I desire to be found doing my duty. I move that candles be brought, 
and that we proceed to business". 


TeMHOTa Hanana crymaTbcn npi/iMepHO Me>Kfly flecnTbto i/i oflMHHafluaTbio nacaMi/i yipa 
b nFiTHM-iy, b yKa3aHHbM paHee fleHb; m OHa npoflonwanocb flo cepeflUHbi cneflyioLneM 
hohm, xotfi BpeMfl nonBiieHi/ie TeMHOTbi b pa3rmMHbix MecTax 6 bino He ofli/maKOBbiM. Mto 
K acaeTCfl xapaKTepa m MecTa ee nonBneHMH, to Ka3anocb, hto OHa BHanane noflBmiacb 
Ha toro-3anafle. BeTep flyn c 3 tom >xe CTopoHbi, i/i TbMa, BeponTHO, HacTyrmna BMecTe c 
npnxoflOM o 6 naKOB, flBi/iraBLUi/ixcn c 3Toro >xe HanpaBneHi/in. B pa3JiMHHbix MecTax ‘TeM- 
HOTa’ OTTMHanacb no CBoeii MHTeHCHBHOCTM. B 6 onbLUHHCTBe MecT TeMHOTa 6 bma Ha- 
CTOJIbKO BbipaweHHOH, MTO 6e3 MCn0J1b30BaHMn 3a>K>KeHHblX CBenei/l 6 blJ 10 HeB03M0>KH0 
HMTaTb ra3eTbi m mum, onpeflermTb BpeMH no HacaM, o 6 eflaTb i/i coBepLuaTb flpyme 
o 6 bNHbie fleMCTBiin. B OTflenbHbix MecTax M3-3a ‘TeMHOTbi’ 6 bmo HeB03M0>KH0 miTaTb Ha 
OTKpbiTOM B03flyxe b TeneHMe HecKOJibKi/ix nacoB. PacnpocTpaHeHHOCTb ‘TeMHOTbi’, Obina^ 
flOBOJibHO BHyLUMTejibHOH. OHa oxBaTbiBana noHTi/i bcio Teppi/iTopnto Hobom AHrnm/i 
(New-England); Ha BOCTOKe, flo LUTaTa KoHHeKTHKyT (Connecticut), m flo An 6 aHmi (Al¬ 
bany); Ha tore Bflonb Bcero Mopcxoro no 6 epe>Kbn, a Ha ceBep flo Han 6 onee flanbHi/ix > 
AMepMKaHCKMX noceneHHfi. Bo3mo>kho, OHa Bbixofli/ma flanexo 3a npeflenbi sthx rpaHim, 
{90/1} HO 06 3T0M HeT HHK3KMX nOflTBep>KfleHMH. MTO KacaeTCH npOflOJDKHTenbHOCTM ‘TeM¬ 
HOTbi’, to b OKpecTHOCTflx BocTOHa OHa flocTiirana, no KpaiiHei/i Mepe, 14 nacoB, ho, He-^ 
coMHeHHO, flnHTenbHOCTb TeMHOTbi Bapbi/ipoBana b pa3nnMHbix MecTax. BHewHiie nponB- 
neHiin m acjjcjjeKT TeMHOTbi 6 binn TaKOBbi, mto Bee Ka3anocb Hpe3BbiHaMHO yHbinbiM, 
MpaHHbiM in HeecTecTBeHHbiM. Bo BpeMfl TeMHOTbi, b flOMax 6 binn 3a>K>KeHbi CBenw; nTtmbi, 
McnoiiHHB cboi/i BenepHi/ie necHi/i, yneTerm k ce 6 e Ha Honner, a Kypbi BepHyrmcb Ha Ha- 
cecT; BOKpyr KpHHanw neTyxH, KaK 6 yflTO 6 bi npoBowan yxoflamm/i fleHb;* flawe Ha He- 
6 onbLUOM paccTonHi/ii/i 6 bino TpyflHO pa3ni/maTb OTflenbHbie o 6 teKTbi; m Ka>Kflan Beuib He- 
cna OTnenaTOK Mpaxa homm, - He roBopn ywe o Bni/iHHi/n/i TeMHOTbi Ha yMbi ntoflew, koto- 
poe, Ha caMOM flene, 6 bino flOBonbHO HeonwcyeMbiM. 


B opurnHane ncnonb3yeTca BbipaweHMe "as at break of day", nepeBOflUMoe, "xaK Ha paccBeTe". 
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The time of the commencement of this extraordinary darkness was between the hours of ten and eleven in the fore¬ 
noon of Friday, of the date already named; and it continued until the middle of the following night, but with different ap¬ 
pearances at different places. As to the manner of its approach, it seemed to appear first of all in the south-west. The 
wind came from that quarter, and the darkness appeared to come on with the clouds that came in that direction. The 
degree to which the darkness arose varied in different localities. In most parts, it became so dense, that people were 
unable to read common print distinctly, or accurately determine the time of day by their clocks or watches, or dine, or 
manage their domestic affairs conveniently, without the light of candles. In some places, the degree of darkness was just 
about equal to preventing persons seeing to read ordinary print in the open air, for several hours together. The extent of 
this darkness was also very remarkable. It was observed at the most easterly regions of New England; westward, to the 
furthest parts of Connecticut, and at Albany; to the southward, it was observed all along the sea coasts; and to the north, 
as far as the American settlements extended. It probably far exceeded these boundaries, but the exact limits were {90/1} 
I never positively known. With regard to its duration, it continued in the neighborhood of Boston for at least fourteen or 
fifteen hours; but it was doubtless longer or shorter in some other places. The appearance and effects were such as 
tended to make the prospect extremely dull, gloomy, and unnatural. Candles were lighted up in the houses; the birds, in 
the midst of their blithesome forenoon enjoyments, stopped suddenly, and, singing their evening songs, disappeared, 
and became silent; the fowls retired to their roosts; the cocks were crowing in their accustomed manner at the break of 
day; objects could not be distinguished at a comparatively slight distance; and everything bore the aspect and gloom of 
night, - to say nothing of the effect upon the minds of the people, which, indeed, was quite indescribable. 


riepeMMcneHHbie BbiLue o6uji/ie cjDaKTbi, KacatoLUMecn SToro CTpam-ioro aBJieHna, 6birm 
ormcaHbi nocne TLnaTenbHoro MccneflOBaHMH, npoBeflehmoro BCKope nocne co6biTMM, 
npoc(DeccopoM YunbAMCOM M3 TapBapflCKoro xonneflwa; oh TaioKe co6pan cfcaKTbi Ha6nio- 
fleHMH HeKOTopbix .qeTaneM KacatoLUMXcn TeMHOTbi, m cflenaHHbix b pa3Hbix yronKax CTpa- 
Hbl. 1/13 3TMX flaHHblX BblHCHfleTCfl, MTO, B TeHeHMe HeCKOJlbKMX flHei/l npeflLUeCTBOBaBLUMX 
Heo6bNHOi/i TeMHOTe, b B03flyxe OLnymancfl CMnbHbiM 3anax flbiMa, KOTopbM BMecTe c na- 
paMH HacbiTMii aTMOccfDepy. ConHLie m JlyHa HMeni/i Heo6biHHO KpacHOBaTbiM MBeT, m 6binn 
nmueHa mx o6bNHOM hpkoctm m neTKi/ix KOHTypoB, sto 3aTMeHne ycMnMBanocb no Mepe 
npn6nn>KeHMflx mx k ropM30HTy. Ebino ycTaHOBneHO, hto flaHHoe HBneHMe Ha6moflanocb 
noHTM bo Bcex nacTeM Hobom Ahitimm, m npeflLuecTBOBano fleBflTHaflqaTOMy Man b Tene- 
HMe neTbipex mtim nnTM flHeM. I/I xoth BeTpa MeHfuiM CBoe HanpaBneHMe, b ochobhom, ohm 
flynM c ioro-3anafla m ceBepo-BOCTOKa. TepMOMeTp noKa3biBan ot copoxa flo nnTMflecnTM 
nnTM rpa,qycoB.* rioKa3aTenM 6apoMeTpa 6binM HecxoribKO BbiLue, neM o6bNHO. flrm flaH- 
Horo BpeMeHM rofla, noro,qa 6bina hchom m npoxnaflHOM. 


The above general facts concerning this strange phenomenon were ascertained, after much painstaking inquiry, soon 
after its occurrence, by Prof. Williams, of Harvard College, who also collected together some of the more particular ob¬ 
servations made in different parts of the country, relative to the remarkable event. From these data it appears that, with 
regard to the state of the atmosphere preceding this uncommon darkness, it was noticed in many sections, for several 
days before, that the air seemed to be of a smoky and vaporous character. The sun and the moon exhibited an unusual 
redness in their color, and divested of their usual brightness and lucid aspect; and this obscuration increased as they 
approached nearer to the horizon. This was ascertained to have been the case in almost all parts of the New England 
states, for four or five days proceeding the nineteenth of May. The winds had been variable, but chiefly from the south¬ 
west and north-east. The thermometer indicated from forty to fifty-five degrees. The barometer showed a somewhat 
higher range than usual. The weather had been fair and cool for the season. 


Hto xacaeTca aTMOccfcepbi {90/2}, to no Mepe HacTynneHMn TeMHOTbi, noHTM b TeneHMe 
Bcero flHfl, ee Macca mjim TnwecTb nocTeneHHO CHMwanacb. ComacHO Ha6nK)fleHMHM, 
npoM3BefleHHbiM b KeM6pMfl>xe, Macc., pTyTHbiM ctoji6mk 6apoMeTp b flBeHaflpaTb nacoB 
flHH HaxoflMJica Ha ypoBHe flBaflqaTM fleBHTM m ceMMflecflTM coTbix flioMMa; Hepe3 nonna- 

flo OapeHretrry, 40 55 °F ~> 4,44 -*■ 12,7 °C. 
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ca ypcmeHb piyin ynana Ha oflHy coTyio nacTb flioi/iMa; b nac aH a, oh 6bin Ha ypoBHe 
flBaflpaTH fleBHTM fltOMMOB, LUeCTl/lfleCHTl/l CeMM COTbIX; B Tpi/1 Haca flHa OH 6blJl Ha OTMeT- 
Ke b flBaflpaTb fleBHTb akimmob, LuecTbflecaT nnTb coTbix, b BoceMb nacoB ABaAPaTb bo- 
ceMb MMHyT Benepa, pTyTHbiM ctoh6mk Haxofli/mcfl Ha ypoBHe ABaflpaTb fleB^Tb akimmob, 
LuecTbflecHT neTbipe coTbix. AHanorMHHbie 6apoMeipnHecKHM Ha6mofleHMH, npon3BefleH- 
Hbie b flpymx HacTnx LUTaia, b to >xe BpeMH, BbirnHflejiM cneflytoLUHM o6pa30M: b mecTb 
nacoB yipa ctoji6mk piym 6apoMeipa 6bin Ha ypoBHe ABaAPaTb fleBHTb akimmob, bo- 
ceMbAecaT ABe coTbix; KaKTOJibKO CTana noHBJiHTbCH Heo6bNHan TbMa, to ecTb, b pecmb 
MMHyT OAMHHaAMaToro yTpa, pTyTHbiM ctoti6mk 6bin Ha ypoBHe paappaib ABBflTb akimmob, 
LuecTbAecHT BoceMb coTbix; 6e3 HeTBepTM OAMHHaAMaTb, KorAa TbMa AOCTMrna CBoeM 
HaM 60 HbLIieM Bbipa>KeHHOCTM B 3TOM H3CTM CTpaHbl - pTyTHbiM CTOJI 6 MK HaXOAMJlCH Ha 
ypoBHe ABaAMaTb pesmb akimmob, LuecTbAecaT ceMb coTbix; TbMa npoAOJDKanacb b tom 
> xe CTeneHM eLAe noriTopa naca; b nflTHaAUaTb MMHyT nepBoro, pTyTb ynana ao ABaAMaTM 
AeBHTM AK5MMOB, LUeCTbABCHT nHTb COTbIX, M, Hepe3 HeCKOnbKO MMHyT nocne 3TOrO, KorAa 
TeMHOTa Hanana nocTeneHHO pacceMBaTbcn, m CTon6MK pTyTM ocTaBancn Ha npe>KHe no- 
no>KeHMM b TeneHMe Bcero Benepa, 6e3 KaKMX-nM6o AenbHeMLiiMX M3MeHeHMM. B nonoBMHe 
AeBHToro, Ka3anocb, oh HeMHoro noHM3Mncn, ho CTonb He3HaHMTenbHO, mto 6bino TpyAHO 
3ac(DMKCMpOBaTb 3TO M3MeHeHMe, nOCKOnbKy npMMMHOM MOrnM 6blTb KaKMe-TO nocTopoHHMe 
cfiaKTopbi, m oh y>xe He CHMwancn b TeneHMe cneAytoLAMX Tpex nacoB. 

As to the state of the atmosphere when {90/2} the darkness came on, it was observable that the weight or gravity of it 
was gradually decreasing, the greater part of the day. According to the observations made at Cambridge, Mass., the 
mercury in the barometer was found, at twelve o'clock, to stand at twenty-nine inches, seventy; in half an hour after, the 
mercury had fallen the one-hundredth part of an inch; at one o'clock, it 1 was twenty-nine inches, sixty-seven; at three 
o'clock, it was at twenty-nine inches, sixty-five; at eight minutes past eight, it was at twenty-nine inches, sixty-four. A simi¬ 
lar course of barometrical observations made, at the same time, in another part of the state, showed as follows: at six 
o'clock in the morning, the mercury in the barometer was found to be at twenty-nine inches, eighty-two; as soon as the 
darkness began to appear uncommon, that is, at ten minutes past ten, the mercury was found at twenty-nine inches, 
sixty-eight; at quarter before eleven - the time of the greatest degree of darkness in that part of the country - the mer¬ 
cury was at twenty-nine inches, sixty-seven, the darkness continuing in the same degree for an hour and a half; at fifteen 
minutes past twelve, the mercury had fallen to twenty-nine inches, sixty-five, and, in a few minutes after this, the dark¬ 
ness began to abate; the mercury remained in this state during the whole evening, without any sensible alteration. At half 
past eight, it seemed to have fallen a little, but so small was the alteration, that it was attended with some uncertainty, nor 
did it appear to stand any lower three hours later. 


V\3 3TMX Ha6llK)AeHMM BMAHO, MTO B TOT A^Hb, KOrAa HaCTynMJia TbMa, Bee MJ1M T51>KeCTb 
aTMOcc^epbi nocTeneHHO CHMXormcb b TeneHMe Bcero ah*. 06a 6apoMeTpbi, KOTopbie mc- 
nonb30BanMCb pnn MccneAOBaHMa, hbh!Riotch MHCTpyMeHTaM npeBocxoAHbix MacTepoB, m, 
cneAOBaTenbHO, o6naAa/iM BbicoKOM TOMHOCTbio mx noKa3aHMM. 


From these observations, it is certain that, on the day when the darkness took place, the weight or gravity of the at¬ 
mosphere was gradually decreasing through the whole day. Both of the barometers in use were instruments of superior 
workmanship, and consequently to be depended on as to the accuracy of their indications. 


OrmcaHMe pBeTa npeAMeTOB b tot A^Hb 3acny>KMBaioT oco6oro BHMMaHMH. Kax OTMe- 
neHO b 3ariMCflx Ha6nioAeHMM, CAenaHHbix co ccbuiKOM Ha stot oco6eHHbiM 4)eH0MeH 
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{91/1}, hto L(BeT o6nai<a 6bin CMeLuaHHbiM, BKmoHan cnerxa KpacHbiM, wenTbiM m KopMHHe- 
Bbifi pBeia, - b TeMHOTe, npeflMeTbi, Kcrropbie o6bNHO MMetoT 3eneHbiM L(BeT, MMenM TeM- 
ho 3eneHbM UBeT, flawe noHTM cmhmm, - a o6bNHO 6enbie npeflMeTbi MMenM BecbMa xa- 
paKTepHbiM wenTbiM OTTeHOK. 3to onucaHne 6bino xapaKTepHO noHTi/i flna Bcex omeTOB, 
nocBameHHbix TeMHOMy ahk). Ho npocjDeccop YunbaMC yTBep>KflaeT, hto wenTbiM qBeT 
npeo6naflan Hafl ocTanbHbiMM MBeiaMn; m sto, OTHOcunocb k 6nn3ne>KainMM n yflaneH- 
HbiM ot rna3 npeflMeiaM. 

The color of objects that day, is another point of interest. It is mentioned, in the record of observations made with ref¬ 
erence to this feature of the phenomenon, that the complexion of the clouds was compounded of a faint red, yellow and 
brown, - that, during the darkness, objects which commonly appear green, were of the deepest green, verging to blue, - 
and that those which appear white, were highly tinged with yellow. This was the character of the observations, as given by 
almost every one who made any record of the clay's appearance. But Prof. Williams states that, to him, almost every object 
appeared tinged with yellow, rather than with any other color; and this, whether the thing was near, or remote from the eye. 

CneflytoLneii Heo6biHHOM oco6eHHOCTbio 3Toro aha 6bina npupofla m BHewHMM bma Mcna- 
peHMi/i, npucyTCTBOBaBLUi/ix b aTMOccjDepe. PaHO yTpoM, norofla 6bina nacMypHan, cojiHL|e 
niiLUb eflBa nporrmflbiBano CKB03b o6nai<a, m oho MMeno TeMHO-xpacHbiM UBeT, xax sto 
y>xe 6bino HecKonbKMMM ahamm paHbLue. Bo mhotmx MecTax yTpoM 6binn cnbiLUHbi pacxa- 
Tbi rpoMa. 06nai<a TOJibKO eLAe HananM HaABMraTbcn c tora, noAroHneMbie cna6biM BeT- 
poM; ao BocbMM yTpa npowno HecKOJibKO He6onbLunx nMBHei/i; a b HexoTopbix MecTax ao- 
>kah 6binn b Apyrwe nacbi, mjim Ha npoTHweHi/m Bcero aha. flo>KAeBaH boas mviena He- 
06blHHblM BHeLUHMM BMA, 6yAyHM TeMHOM l/l BH3KOM, CO CTieAaMH KOnOTM. C>AMH H3 OHeBMA" 
peB M3 BOCTOHHOM H3CTM LUTaTa MaCCaHyoeTC B 3T0M CBH3M OTMeHaeT, HTO CTpaHHbIM BMA 
m 3anax AO>KAeBOM BOAbi, KOTopyto ntoAM o6biHHO co6MpanM b ioakm, 6biJiM npeAMeTOM 
Bceo6LLiero o6cy>KAeHMfl. llpM MccneAOBaHMM BOAbi 6bina o6Hapy>KeHO He6onbLuoe kotim- 
necTBO neHbi mjim MyTM, KOTopan npM pacTMpaHMM Me>KAy 6ojibLUMM m yKa3aTenbHbiM 
nanbqaMM, Ka3anocb, 6bina noxo>KMM Ha nepHbiM nenen ot cropeBLUMX nMCTbeB; ot BOAbi 
nyBCTBOBanca CMribHbiM 3anax rapM, KOTopbiM OLAyLAancn m b B03Ayxe. XapaKTepHbie 
BHemHMe npM3HaKM MMeriM MecTO m b ApyrMX MecTax; b 6onbLuoi/i Mepe ohm 6binM o6Ha- 
py>KMBaeMbi Ha pexe MeppMMaK, rAe nepHan neHa b 6onbLUMX KormnecTBax nnaBana no 
noBepxHOCTM BOAbi b TeneHMe Bcero aha. Honbto BeTep noBepHyn o6paTHO Ha ceBepo- 
boctok, m norHan neHy k to>KHOMy 6epery; a KorAa BOAa cnana, to neHa OKa3anacb newa- 
iasm {91/2} BAonb 6epera Ha MHome mmtim, LUMpMHa TeMHoro ocaAKa 6bina oxono neTbi- 
pex mjim nnTM akjmmob. l/teyneHMe mhotmx npo6 SToro BeiAOCTBa, b HecKonbKMX MecTax, 
He BbinBMna cepHMCTbix npMMecei/i, hm no BKycy, hm no ABeTy mjim 3anaxy. l1poc(Deccop 
YMnbHMC OTMenaeT, hto, oh, onacancb KaKMX-nM6o Heo6biHHbix npMMeceM b B03Ayxe b 
TOT AOHb, n0J10>KMn HecKOJibKO J1MCTOB HMCTOM 6yMarM Ha OTKpbITOM MeCTe nOA AO>KAeM. 
flocne Toro, xax ohm nponewanM CHapy>KM neTbipe mtim nnTb nacoB, oh BbicyLUMJi mx y oma. 
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Eyiviara 6 bma neM-TO nponmaHa m o 6 pena TeMHbiM UBeT, n 6 bino omymeHMe, KaK 6 yflTO 
6 yi\/ia>KHbie JiMCTbi Haiepnn MacnoM mtim mhwm >xmpom; npn mx ropeHnn He 6 bmo o 6 Hapy- 
>KeHO xaxMX nn 6 o cepHMCTbix mtim a30TMCTbix npMMecePi. 


Another element of peculiarity, in this remarkable scene, was the nature and appearance of the vapors that were then 
in the atmosphere. Early in the morning, the weather was cloudy; the sun was but just visible through the clouds, and 
appeared of a deep red, as it had for several days before. In most places thunder was heard a number of times in the 
morning. The clouds soon began to rise from the south-west, with a gentle breeze, and there were several small showers 
before eight o'clock; in some places there were showers at other hours, throughout the day. The water that fell was found 
to have an unusual character, being thick, dark, and sooty. One observer, in the eastern part of Massachusetts, states, in 
this connection, that the strange appearance and smell of the rain-water which people had saved in tubs, was the subject 
of universal and wondering remark. On examining the water, there was found a light scum upon it, which, on being 
rubbed between the thumb and finger, seemed to resemble the black ashes of burnt leaves; the water also gave the 
same strong, sooty smell, which characterized the air. A similar appearance, in this respect, manifested itself in other 
localities; it was especially exhibited on the Merrimac river, large quantities of black scum being seen floating upon the 
surface of that stream, during the day. In the night, the wind veered round to the north-east, and drove this substance 
towards the south shore; when the tide fell, the matter lay for {91/2} many miles along the shore, the width of the deposit 
being some four or live inches. An examination of a considerable quantity of this substance, in several places, failed to 
show anything of a sulphurous nature, either in its taste, color, or smell. Prof. "Williams states that, being apprehensive 
as to whether there was not some uncommon ingredient in the air that day, he put out several sheets of clean paper in 
the air and rain. When they had been out four or five hours, lie dried them by the fire. They were much fullied, and be¬ 
came dark in their color, and felt as if they had been rubbed with oil or grease; but, upon burning them, there could not 
be detected any sulphurous or nitrous particles. 

flBM>KeHMH h pacnoncoxeHMfl noTOKOB McnapeHMM h CKonneHMH napa b aTMOccfDepe Tax- 
>xe Bbi?iBi/i.no HexoTopbie Heo 6 bNHbie oco 6 eHHOCTM. Ebino oneBMflHO, hto b 6 onbLnMHCTBe 
MecT nap cnycxariMCb c BepxHeM nacTM aTMOccfcepbi k noBepxHOCTM 3eMnM. OflHaxo, oflMH 
.qweHTnbMeH, xoTopbiM cneuManbHO Ha 6 nioflan 3a McnapeHMflMM, ynoMAHyn oneHb nio 6 o- 
nbiTHoe o 6 cTOATenbCTBO, a MMeHHO to, hto npMMepHO b fleBATb nacoB yTpa, nocne ,qc»xflfl, 
Ha 6 ntoflanocb o 6 MnbHoe McnapeHMe b HM3MHax Hafl o 6 nacTbio poflHMXOB. CpeflM stmx mc- 
napeHMM mo>kho 6 bino BbiflenMTb oamh CTon 6 napa, noflHMMaBLUMMCA BBepx c orpoMHOM 
CKopocTbio Ha 6 onbLiiyK) BbicoTy, npMHeM, 3HaHMTenbH0 Bbnue caMbix bmcokmmm xotimob, 
m BCKope oh npeBpaTMncfl b 6 onbUJoe o 6 nai<o, KOTopoe flBMranocb Ha 3anafl. BTopoe 06 - 
naxo ccjDopMMpoBanocb tbxmm >xe o6pa30M, M3 Tex >xe mctohhmxob, oflHaxo, oho He nofl- 
HAnocb Tax Bbicoxo, xax nepBoe; a TpeTbe o 6 naxo 6 bino ccfcopMMpoBaHO b Tex >xe MecTax, 
MeHee neM nepe3 neTBepTb naca nocne BToporo. IlpMMepHO b fleBATb HacoB copox nflTb 
MMHyT, 3 tm o 6 naxa npMo 6 penM oneHb flpxyio oxpacxy. BepxHee o 6 naxo MMeno oco 6 eH- 
HbiM xpacHOBaTbiM OTTeHox; BTopoM cnoM o 6 naxoB MecTaMM MMen OTTeHXM 3eneHoro L(Be- 
Ta, a b flpyn/ix MecTax, CMHero, m xoe-rfle fla>xe L[BeT mhamto; npM stom noBepxHOCTb 
TpeTbero cnofl o 6 naxoB 6 bina noHTM 6 enoro LiBeTa. 

The motion and situation of the currents or bodies of vapor in the atmosphere likewise exhibited some striking peculi¬ 
arities. In most places, it was very evident that the vapors were descending from the higher parts of the atmosphere to¬ 
wards the surface of the earth. A gentleman, who made some special observations bearing upon this point, mentions a 
very curious circumstance, as to their ascent and situation, namely, that at about nine o'clock in the morning, after a 
shower, the vapors rose from the springs in the low lands, in great abundance. Notice was taken of one large column 
that ascended, with great rapidity, to a considerable height above the highest hills, and soon spread into a large cloud, 
then moved off a little to the westward. A second cloud was formed in the same manner, from the same springs, but did 
not ascend so high as the first; and a third was formed from the same places, in less than a quarter of an hour after the 
second. About three-quarters of an hour after nine o'clock, these clouds exhibited a very striking appearance. The upper 
cloud wore a peculiar reddish hue; the second showed in some places or parts a green, in others a blue, and in others an 
indigo color; while the surface of the third cloud was almost white. 
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MMeeTca eme oflMH MmepecHbM cJuaKT, CBH3aHHbii/i c flpyrnMn: no Mepe pa3BMTi/m 
{92/1} TbMbi, mo>kho 6 bino Ha 6 ntoflaTb 6 bicipbie nepeMeu^eHUfl o 6 naKOB, KOTopbie flBi/ira- 
ncb, CTajiKMBanucb Me>Kfly co 6 om m, o 6 roHnn flpyr flpyra, o6pa30BbiBarm 6 onbLuoe kojim- 
necTBO cnoeB, no KpatiHei/i Mepe, TaK sto npeACTaBrmnocb CTopoHHeMy Ha 6 nK)flaienK); 
HM>KHMM CTIOM HaXOflMTCn Ha OflHHaKOBOI/l BbICOTe Ha BCeM npom>KeHMM, HaCKOnbKO no- 
3Bonnn o63op; Bbicoia pacnono>KeHnn Hi/i>KHero cnon 6 bina flOBonbHO He 6 onbLUOM, m 
npocne>KHBanacb flo ropn30HTa, mo 6 bino oco 6 eHHO xopomo bmaho b BenepHee BpeMn. 
3a>K>KeHHbiH cjaaKen, HaxoflniAMHcn pyKe nenoBeKa, Mflymero no ynm-ie, OTpawanca BBep- 
xy b BMfle cna 6 oro CBeT c KpacHOBaTbiM mjili MeflHbiM oneHKOM, noxo>KMM Ha cna 6 oe ce- 
BepHoe CMHHi/ie i/mi/i aypy, M3o6pa>KaeMyK) BOKpyr ronoB CBHTbix, a Bbicoia, Ha KOTopow 
Ha 6 nK)flaeTcn OTpaweHMe, 6 bina paBHa npMMepHO flBafluaTM - Tpi/iflpaTi/i cjayiaM. KpoMe to- 
ro, 6 bina OTMeneHa eme oflHa 3aKOHOMepHOCTb, 3a«nK)HaK)LAa3cn b tom, hto onepTaHi/ia 
xonMOB mo>kho 6 bino yBMfleTb Ha OTflaneHHOM paccTonHMM b pa3rmHHbix HanpaBneHMnx, b 

to BpeMH KaK npoMe>KyTOHHan 30Ha npocTpaHCTBa OKa3biBanacb CKpbiTow b TeMHOTe. 

Of a somewhat singular nature, also, is the fact, as related by another, that, while {92/1} the darkness continued, the 
clouds were in quick motion, interrupted, skirted one over another, so as to form - at least to the eye of the beholder - a 
considerable number of strata, the lower stratum being of an uniform height as far as visible; but this height was con¬ 
ceived to be very slight, from the small extent of the horizon that could be seen, and from this circumstance observed in 
the evening. A lighted torch, held by a person passing along the street, occasioned a reflection of a faint red or copper- 
tinged light — similar to a saint aurora borealis, - the apparent height at which the reflection was made, being some 
twenty to thirty feet. And it was generally remarked, that the hills might be seen at a distance in some directions, while 
the intermediate spaces were greatly obscured or darkened. 


TaKHM o6pa30M, KaK y>Ke roBopwnocb paHee, b HeKOTopbix MecTax noTOKH napa nofl- 
HMMarmcb BBepx, ho b 6 onbLUHHCTBe cnynaeB, nponcxoflnno oceflaHMe TyMaHa bhm3 no 
HanpaBJieHi/iK) k noBepxHOCTi/i 3eMnn. K 3TOMy mo>kho flo 6 aBHTb, hto bo MpaKe Ka3anocb, 
hto npeflMeTbi OT 6 pacbiBann TeHi/i b HecKO/ibKMX HanpaB/ieHHnx oflHOBpeMeHHO, m, bo 
MHomx cnynaax, mo>kho 6 bino Ha 6 nioflaTb pa3TMHHoro pofla CBeneHHn b aTMOccjDepe, no- 
xo>KMe Ha ceBepHoe cnflHi/ie, - xoth b stot fleHb CKonneHi/in aneKTpMHecTBa 3aMeneHO He 
6 bmo. B OTflenbHbix OTHeTax coo 6 LnaJ"iocb o Me/iKMX nTi/ 114 , Hai/ifleHHbix 3afloxHyBLUMMMCH 
M3-3a napa m flbiMa; HeKOTopbie 6 binn HaHfleHbi MepTBbiMH, a flpyrMe McnyraHHO MeTa- 
riMCb pnflOM c >KnnnmeM nioflei/i him fla>Ke b flOMax. 


It would thus appear, from the statements now cited, as if the vapors, in some places, were ascending; in most, de¬ 
scending; and, in all, very near to the surface of the earth. To this it may be added, that, during the darkness, objects 
seemingly cast a shade in every direction, and, in many instances, there were various appearances or corruscations in 
the atmosphere, not unlike the aurora borealis, - though it is not stated that any uncommon exhibitions of the electric fire 
were witnessed during the day. In some accounts, however, it is mentioned that a number of small birds were found suf¬ 
focated by the vapor; some were found dead, and some flew affrighted, or stupefied, into the houses. 

B Hbio-XeMBeHe (New Haven), UlTaT KoHHeKTMKyT, yTpoM nepefl paccBeTOM 6 bin jih- 
BeHb c MonHi/ieii h rpoMOM, flo>Kflb npoflOJi>Kanca c nepepbiBaMM m nocne Bocxofla conHqa. 
YTpo 6 bmo nacMypHbiM m TeMHbiM, i/i coriHpe, noflHflBLUHCb k 3eHHTy, He flano yBenwne- 
Hi/ie CBeTa, KaK o 6 biHHO, ho Hao 6 opoT, TbMa npoflon>Kajia ycmiMBaTbca, noKa, Me>Kfly 
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oflMHHaflqaTbK) m flBeHaflqaTbK) nacaMM, He HacTyni/ma xpoMewHaa TbMa. B sto BpeMH 
6bmo nMLUb He6onbLuoe ABM>xeHMe B03flyxa, npei/iMyLuecTBeHHO co CTopoHbi {92/2} tora; 
xoTa b LienoM aiMoccjDepa 6bina coBepLueHHO cnoxoMHa, xax bto 6biBaeT b o6biHHoe neT- 
Hee yipo. C io>xhom CTopoHbi, b o6nacTH ropn30HTa, CBeT 6bin Hecxonbxo apne, neM b 3a- 
naflHOM nonyLuapnn b MenoM; xpoMe Toro, 6bino 3aMeneHa Heo6bNHaa >XMBOCTb OTTeHxa 
TpaBbi i/i nponei/i 3eneHOM pacimeribHOCTb; a Taioxe >xenTM3Ha b aTMOccjDepe, xoTopaa Ha- 
noMHHana HMCToe cepe6po c npMMecbio pBeia naiyHM. ripi/iMepHO b flBeHaflqaTb nacoB 
nononyflHM nocneflHHe mctohhmxm CBeia noracrm, h HacTyni/ma xpoMewHaa TbMa, koto- 
pan npofloa>Kanacb HexoTopoe BpeMa; TeMHOTa 6bina HacTOJibKO nnoTHOM, hto ee mo>kho 
cpaBHi/iTb c BenepHi/iM BpeMeHeM, xoiyja 3a>XMraioTCfl CBeHM. B ropofle XapTtfcopA (Hart¬ 
ford) h b coceflHMX flepeBHHX, flaHHoe aBJieHMe Ha6ntoAanocb co BceMM ormcbiBaeMbiMM 
noflpo6HOCTaMM, xota, no MHeHi/uo HexoTopbix OHeBMApeB, He CMOTpa Ha OTcyTCTBi/ie 
conHeHHoro CBeia, amok conHua Bee >xe cnerxa npocMaipHBanca. 

In New Haven, Conn., there was a shower of rain, with some lightning and thunder, about daybreak in the morning, 
the rain continuing, with intervals, until after sunrise. The morning was cloudy and darkish; and the sun, rising towards 
the zenith, gave no increase of light, as usual, but, on the contrary, the darkness continued to increase until between 
eleven and twelve o'clock, at which time there was the greatest obscurity in that place. What little motion of the air there 
was just at this period, was nearly from the {92/2} south; though the atmosphere was as calm as the blandest summer 
morning. There was something more of a luminous appearance in the horizon, than in the hemisphere in general; also, a 
most marked liveliness of tint to the grass and other green vegetation; and a very noticeable yellowness in the atmos¬ 
phere, which made clean silver nearly resemble the color of brass. At about twelve o'clock, noon, the singular obscura¬ 
tion ceased; the greatest darkness, at any particular time, was at least as dense as what is commonly called ’candle 
lighting' in the evening. In the town of Hartford, and the neighboring villages, the phenomenon was observed with all its 
distinctive peculiarities; and, by some persons, the disc of the sun was seen, at the time of the greater deficiency of light. 


B rpacjDCTBe MMAnacexc (Middlesex) LUTaTa MaccanyceTO, pacxaTbi rpoMa 6birm orny- 
LUHTenbHbiMi/i i/i nacTbiMH; b LuecTb nacoB yTpa npoLuen nponi/iBHon flo>Kflb; b ceMb nacoB 
flo>Kflb h rpoM npeKpaTi/mca, ho He6o no-npe>KHeMy 6bmo 3aKpbiTO o6naKaMi/i. Mex<fly fle- 
BHTbio i/i .qecflTbio nacaMi/i o6nai<a Hanarm crymaTbca, nonynaa flononHi/iTenbHbie Mcna- 
peHi/iH M3 pai/ioHa hm3mh. K aschtm nacaM yTpa TeMHOTa 3aMeTHO ycMriMnacb, m y>xe CTano 
TpyflHO HMTaTb ra3eTy fla>xe b KOMHaTe c AByMH OKHaMM; b OAMHHaAMaTb nacoB 6biJiM 3a- 
xoxeHbi CBeHM, a b nonoBMHe ABeHaflLiaToro TeMHOTa CTano HacTonbKO nnoTHOM, hto b 
AOMe co6paHMM, rAe o6biHHO 3aceAan cyA, Aa>xe Ha He6onbwoM paccTonHMM 6bino TpyA- 
HO pa3J1MHMTb J1ML(a JllOAeM, HeCMOTpa Ha 6onbLUOe KOJIMHeCTBO OKOH, o6blHHO MMeiOLAMX- 
ca b TaKMX 3AaHMax. B ABeHaAMaTb nacoB aha TbMa 6bma xpoMemmoM, men nerxMM 
Aox<Ab; Ha ynMLie Bee BbirnaAeno Tax, xax 6yATO HacTyrmn Benep, m 6binM BMAHbi othm, 
ropeBmMe bo Bcex AOMax. Ha ceBepe o6naxa 6binM HaM6onee tohxmmm, a Ha ceBepo- 
BOCTOxe o6naxa 6binM ToncTbiMM m rycTbiMM, m HaxoAMnMCb Tax hm3xo, hto Ha paccTOHHMM 
nonyMMnM xonMbi 6binM He pa3nMHMMbi; Ha ioro-3anaAe mo>xho 6bino xopomo pa3nMHaTb 
xonMbi Aa>xe HaxoAflLAMecn Ha paccToaHMM b ABaAMaTb MMnb, xoth npoMe>xyTOHHoe npo- 
CTpaHCTBO 6bino coxpbiTO TeMHOTOM, Tax, hto 6bino HeB03M0>XH0 OTnMHMTb nec OT naCT- 
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6nLna. B nonoBMHe nepBoro, Tyni/i, KOTopbie qo ci/ix nop 6bmi/i pa3qeneHbi qpyr ot qpyra, 
Hanann KOHMempupoBaTbca Ha t3kom Bbicoie, npw KOTopon Bee xonMbi CTanM pa3nnnn- 
Mbi, a OKpywatoLLiHM nei/i3a>K npno6pen KpacwBbiw 3eneHOBaTbM orreHOK; Bcxope o6naKa 
npno6penn paBHOMepHyK) Toniqi/iHy, m TbMa ciana MeHee BbipaweHHOM, t3kom, Kaxoi/i OHa 
Morna 6biTb b o6bNHbiw nacMypHbM qeHb. 3ia >xe noroqa npoqon>Kanacb Becb qeHb, 3a 
MCKfIKDHeHl/ieM TOrO, MTO OKOTIO TpeX HaCOB flHH B HeKOTOpbIX MeCTaX B TeneHMe HeCKOHb- 
kmx Mi/iHyT mo>kho 6bmo yBkiqeTb conHqe. B BoceMb nacoB Benepa TeMHOTa 6bma Ha- 
CTonbKO HenpoHupaeMoi/i h nnoTHon, hto 6bmo HeB03M0>KH0 nepeflBMraTbca; m xoth oko- 
no .qeBHTM nacoB noHBMJiacb noHTi/i noriHaa JiyHa, OHa He .qaBana qocTaTOHHoro CBeia, 
HTo6bi mo>kho 6bmo pa3JiMHaTb He6o m 3eMJiio. 

In Middlesex County, Mass, the peals of thunder were loud and frequent at six o'clock in the morning, attended with 
heavy rain; at seven o'clock, the rain and thunder had ceased, but the sky continued cloudy. Between nine and ten 
o'clock, the clouds were observed to thicken, and to receive continual accessions from the low lands. Before ten, the 
darkness had sensibly increased, till it became difficult to read an almanac in a room having two windows; at eleven 
o'clock, candles were lighted, and at half-past eleven the darkness was so great in the meeting-house, where a court 
was then sitting, that it was difficult to distinguish countenances at the smallest distance, notwithstanding the large num¬ 
ber of windows usual in such buildings. At twelve, the darkness was greatest, and a little rain fell; in the street, the aspect 
was like that at the beginning of evening, as lights were seen burning in all the houses. The clouds were thinnest at the 
north; at the northeast, the clouds were very thick, and so low that hills could not be seen at the distance of half of a mile; 
south-westerly, hills might be clearly seen at the distance of twenty miles, though the intermediate space was so shaded 
that it was impossible to distinguish woodland from pasture. At half-past twelve, the clouds, having been hitherto de¬ 
tached, began to concentrate at such an height, that all the hills became visible, and the country around exhibited a most 
beautiful tinted verdure; at one, the clouds became uniformly spread, and the darkness was not greater than is usual on 
a cloudy day. The same weather continued through the whole afternoon, except that the sun was seen for a few minutes, 
in some places, about three o'clock. At eight in the evening, the darkness was so impenetrably thick, as to render travel¬ 
ing positively impracticable; and, although the moon rose nearly full about nine o'clock, yet it did not give light enough to 
enable a person to distinguish between the heavens and the earth. 



M3MeHehme BHenmero BMfla nocne MpaHHoro ahh. 

Change of Scene after the Dark Day. 


MMeioTca qonoriHMTenbHbie HHTepecHbie qeTariH 3Toro SB/ieHi/iH, KOTopbie npMBOflMT 
yMHbiPi h Ha6jiK)qaTenbHbii/i nwcaTenb floKTop TeHHM (m 3 Hbio-reMnniMpa). Oh co6pan i/ix 
bo BpeMH CBoei/i noe3flKH c BOCTOKa b neHcmibBaHmo. Oh noBTopaeT i/i noqTBepxKqaeT 
MHcjDopMauwK), 3aflBneHHyK) paHee {93} qpyrMMH: eme qo Hanana TbMbi He6o 3aBonoKJio 
o6bNHbiMH o6naKaMM, i/i b HexoTopbix MecTax npoLuen He6onbiuoi/i qox<qb. Me>xqy stmmh 
o6naKaMH i/i 3eMneH noHBi/mcfl eLqe oqHH nnacT, BMqMMO 6onbLueH ToniqMHbi; no Mepe 
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pacnpocnpaHeHUfl 3Toro npoMe>KyTOHHoro cnoa TeMHOTa Hanana crymaTbca, noKa Becb 
npoMewyroK nonyccjjepbi He 3anonHnnca stum cnoeM no Bcei/i Bbicoie. Heo6bNHan 
nnoTHOCTb 3Toro cnon, BepomHO, Bbi3BaHbi flByivm cunbHbiMH noTOKaMM BeTpa c tora 1/1 
3anafla, mo npuBeno k KOHfleHcapm/i napoB m flBi/i>KeHi/iK) i/ix Ha ceBepo-BOCTOK. 

In the account of this phenomenon given by Dr. Tenney, of New Hampshire, an intelligent observer and writer, are 
some interesting details, gathered by him while on a journey to Pennsylvania, from the east. He repeats and confirms the 
statement {93} made by others, that, previously to the commencement of the darkness, the sky was overcast with the 
common kind of clouds, from which there was, in some places, a moderate fall of rain. Between these and the earth, 
there intervened another stratum, apparently of great thickness; as this stratum advanced, the darkness commenced, 
and increased with its progress till it came to its height, which did not take place till the hemisphere was a second time 
overspread - the uncommon thickness of this second stratum being probably occasioned by two strong currents of wind 
from the southward and westward, condensing the vapors and drawing them to the north-east. 


B pe3ynbTaTe nyTeLuecTBi/m floKTopa TeHHi/i, - Bpeivm KOToporo oh ncnonb30Ban Han- 
nyHLUMM o6pa30M flrm c6opa MHcfcopMaum/i, BbmcHHJiocb, hto Han6onee BbipaweHHaa TbMa 
Ha6ntoflanacb b rpacfccTBe 3ccei<c, LUTaT MaccanyceTO, b Hi/i>KHei/i HacTi/i LUTaia Hbio- 
reMriLUMp, a Taioxe Mac™ Toro, mo b to Bpeivm OTHOcmiocb k npoBMHLim/i Msh. B Pofl- 
Ai7meHfle h KoHHeKTMKyTe TbMa 6bina Bbipa>KeHa b MeHbLueM CTeneHM, h eme MeHbLiie b 
H bio-MopKe. B LUTaTe Hbio-flwepcM BTopoi/i cjiom o6naKOB 6bin no-npe>KHeMy Bi/ifleH, ho 
ero ToriLUMHa 6bma 3HaMHTenbHO MeHbLiie, m TbMbi He Ka3anacb Hpe3MepHon; b HM>KHeM 
nacTM rieHCMnbBaHMM HMHero Heo6bNHoro 3aMeneHO He 6bino. 


The result of Dr. Tenney's journey, - during which he made the best use of his opportunities for information, - was, 
that the darkness appeared to be most gross in Essex county, Massachusetts, the lower part of the state of New Hamp¬ 
shire, and in portions of what was then the province of Maine. In Rhode Island and Connecticut it was not so great, and 
still less in New York; in New Jersey, the second stratum of clouds was observed, but it was not of any great thickness, 
nor was the darkness very uncommon; in the lower parts of Pennsylvania, no extraordinary scene was noticed. 

no Bcew npoTHweHHOCTH Ha6nK)flaeM0i/i TeppnTopnn, Bbnue ynoMHHyTaa hm>khhh no- 
BepxHOCTb o6naKOB i/iMena Heo6biHHbiM MeflHbiw orreHOK, a 3eMrm i/i flepeBba 6binn ok- 
paujeHbi b OHapoBaTenbHbii/i 3eneHbM L(BeT, KOTopbM He Mor ocTaTbca He3aMeneHHbiM, 
fla>xe b ycnoBMRX Heo6biHHoro aTMOccjjepHoro HBneHi/m, KOTopoe ero conpoBO>Kflano. K 
Benepy Mpax CTan eu^e 6onee nnoTHbiM, BepoaTHO, Tatci/iM >xe, iokmm oh 6bin eHa^ane 
nepefl noHBJieHi/ieM CBeTa, coTBopeHHoro BceBbiLUHMM; oh 6bin TaKi/iM Heo6bNHbiM, hto 
Bbi3biBan wenaHi/ie ero noTporaTb, m HanoMMHan tot, KOTopbM noKpbin bcio EmneTCKyio 
3eMJ"iio b flHH Moi/icea. Ecrm 6bi Bee CBeTHinnecH Tena bo BceneHHOH 6binn OKyTaHbi He- 
npoHMuaeMow TeHbio, htih Boo6u{e nepecTann 6bi cyu^ecTBOBaTb, to, mo>kho npeflnono- 
>KMTb, hto h Torfla TbMa He Morna 6biTb 6onee BbipaweHHoii. JImct 6enoii 6yMarn, yflep- 
>KMBaeMbiii b HecKonbKMX flioi/iMax ot rna3, 6bin Taioxe HeBMflMM, KaK HepHbiw 6apxaT. 
YHMTblBaH TO, HTO JlHLUb HHHTO>KHOe KOJll/IHeCTBO CBeTa npOXOfll/ITIO Hepe3 o6naKa B flHeB- 
Hoe BpeMR, HeyflMBMTenbHO, hto HOHbio Boo6Lne He 6bino Jiynei/i CBeTa, cnoco6Hbix npo- 
HMKHyTb Hepe3 Te >Ke CnOH, CCflOpMMpOBaHHbie M3MeHHMBblM flBI/DKeHlieM BeTpOB; nOSTOMy 
6bino HeB03M0>KH0 pa3rnHfleTb, xoth 6bi CMyTHbie onepTaHUH, flawe xopomo OTpawaio- 
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ll(mx o 6 t>eKTOB. MepHOTa BenepHero Mpaxa 6 bina xopomo om/icbiBaeMbiM cfcaxTOM npaxTM- 
necKM noBceMecTHO. 

Through the whole extent of country referred to, the lower cloud-stratum had an uncommon brassy hue, while the 
earth and trees were adorned with so enchanting a verdure as could not escape notice, even amidst the unusual atmos¬ 
pheric gloom that accompanied it. The darkness of the following evening was probably as deep and dense as ever had 
been observed since the Almighty fiat gave birth to light; it wanted only palpability to render it as extraordinary as that 
which overspread the land of Egypt, in the days of Moses. If every luminous body in the universe had been shrouded in 
impenetrable shades, or struck out of existence, it was thought the darkness could not have been more complete. A 
sheet of white paper, held within a few inches of the eyes, was equally invisible with the blackest velvet. And, considering 
the small quantity of light that was transmitted by the clouds, during the day, it is not surprising that, at night, a sufficient 
quantity of rays should not be able to penetrate the same strata, brought back by the shifting of the winds, to afford the 
most obscure prospect even of the best reflecting bodies. The denseness of this evening darkness was a fact universally 
observed and recorded. 

YMUTblBaa BCK) MHCjDOpMaLtmO, COflepXOLUyiOCfl B pa3J1l/IHHblX OTMeTaX 06 3TOM flHe, Be- 
poflTHO, aTMOccjDepa 6 bina HacbimeHa 6 onbLui/iM xoni/inecTBOM napa, - nponcxo>KfleHne 
KOToporo He HaLuno CBoero y 6 eflMTenbHoro o 6 t>HCHeHMH; nocKOJibKy b TeneHHe MHornx 
flHei/i norofla 6 bina hchoi/i, B03flyx Tn>xenbiM, i/i ni/inib cna 6 biM BeTep, MeHaioLUHi/icH no Ha- 
npaBJieHi/no, o6pa30BaBLUi/iecn napbi, BMecTO pacceMBaH ha, nocTeneHHO HaxanruiBanMCb 
b B03,qyxe, flo Tex nop, noxa aTMOccjaepa He oxa3anacb nepeHacbimeHa mmh. 

In view of all the information contained in the various accounts of this day, it appears very certain that the atmosphere 
was charged with an unprecedented quantity of vapor, -from what primary cause has never been satisfactorily deter¬ 
mined; and as the weather had been clear, the air heavy, and the winds small and variable for many days, the vapors, 
instead of dispersing, must have been constantly rising and collecting in the air, until the atmosphere became highly 
charged with them. 


OrpoMHoe Koni/iHecTBO napa, Haxoni/iBLuerocn Taxi/iM o6pa30M b aTMOccjDepe, b fleHb, o 
kotopom MfleT peHb, HaxoflHnocb b6jim3m ot noBepxHOCTM 3eMJin. riocKonbKy yflenbHbm 
Bee nio6oro napa MeHbLue yflenbHoro Beca B03flyxa, noaTOMy nap, no 3axoHy >xnflxocTi/i, 
6 yfleT noflHMMaTbcn HaBepx. B Tex MecTax aTMOccfcepbi, rfle ypoBeHb yflenbHoro Beca 
BOflnHbix napoB 6onbLue, neM y B03flyxa, TaM napa 6y,qeT onycxaTbcn bhm3, a rfle yflenb- 
Hbiii Bee napa i/i B03flyxa coBnaflaioT, TaM nap 6yqeT HaxoflMTcn b coctohhmm noxon, min 
nnaBan b aTMoec^epe, He noflHHMancb m He onycxancb. 1/13 6 apoMeTpnHecxnx Ha6nx)fle- 
h i/i m echo, mto Bee min yflejibHan nnoTHOCTb aTMoec(Depbi nocTeneHHO CHM>xajiacb, HaHH- 
Han c yTpa fleBnTHaflqaToro Man, flo Benepa; m noaTOMy b 6 onbLUHHCTBe MecT nap onyc- 
xanen c BepxHei/i nacTM aTMoec|)epbi x noBepxHOCTi/i 3eMnn. no flaHHbiM oflHoro H3 Ha- 
6 nK)flaTeneM, 6bino 3aMeneHO, xax nap noflHi/iMancn BBepx, noxa He aoctmt BbicoTbi, rfle 
B03flyx HMen Taxon >xe yflenbHbin Bee - sto npnMepHO nyTb Bbime coceflHnx xotimob, - n 
TaM nap {94} MmoBeHHO pacnpocTpaHnncn b stux cnonx, npoflon>xan napnTb b aTMoec^epe. 
Hcxofln H3 3thx flaHHbix, 6bin cflenaH BbiBOfl, hto b Tex MecTax, rfle nap 6bin c6anaHcn- 
poBaH, oh flon>xeH 6bin Haxofli/iTbcn oneHb 6nn3xo x noBepxHOCTn 3eMnn. 

A large quantity of the vapors, thus collected in the atmosphere, on the day in question, was floating near the surface 
of the earth. Whosesoever the specific gravity of any vapor is less than the specific gravity of the air, such a vapor will, by 
the law of fluids, ascend in the air; where the specific gravity of a vapor, in the atmosphere, is greater than that of the air, 
such a vapor will descend; and where the specific gravity of the vapor and air are the same, the vapor will then be at rest. 
- floating or swimming in the atmosphere, without ascending or descending. From the barometrical observations, it ap¬ 
pears that the weight or gravity of the atmosphere was gradually growing less, from the morning of the nineteenth of May, 
until the evening; and hence the vapors, in most places, were descending from the higher parts of the atmosphere, to¬ 
wards the surface of the earth. According to one of the observations cited, the vapors were noticed to ascend, until they 
rose to a height where the air was of the same specific gravity - a height not much above the adjacent hills, - and here 
they {94} instantly spread, and floated in the atmosphere. From these data, the conclusion is drawn, that the place where 
the vapors were balanced must have been very near the surface of the earth. 


Mcxofla H3 cflenaHHbix tbxhm o6pa30M npeflnono>xeHHH, npoc|3eccop BmibHMC CHMTaeT, 
hto Taxoe 6onbLuoe xonHHecTBO napa, nnaBax)Lnero b aTMoec^epe, b6tim3m noBepxHOCTn 
3eMJin, Morno 6biTb flocTaTOHHbiM, hto6w npoi/i3Bec™ Bee HBneHi/in, xoTopbie npon30Lunn 
fleBHTHaflqaToro Man 1780 rofla, m xoTopbie cflenarm stot fleHb CTonb naMATHbiM. TaxtiM 
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o6pa30M, HanpaBJieHne, b kotopom nponcxofluno noaBJieHne TeMHOTbi ,qon>KHO 3aBMceTb 
ot HanpaB/ieHMfl Beipa, 1 / 1 , KaK M3BecTHO, sto 6 bino c ioro-3anafla; CTeneHb TbMa 6y,qeT 
3aBnceTb ot nnoTHOCTM, UBeia 1/1 nonoweHMH o6naKOB 1/1 napa, 1/1 to, KaKi/iM o6pa30M ohh 
6 yflyT nponycKaTb, OTpa>KaTb, npenoMnaTb min nornomaTb nynn CBeTa; CTeneHb TbMa 
6 yfleT TeM cnnbHee, neM 6onbLue o6beM napa. ripoflon>KHTejibHOCTb TbMbi 6y,qeT flo Tex 
nop, noxa yflenbHan nnoTHOCTb B03flyxa He n3MeHHTcn HacTonbKO, hto napbi HaHHyT Me- 
HHTb CBoe nono>KeHne, noflHMMancb nnn onycKancb b aTMOccjiepe; - Bee yTBep>KfleHi/m, 
flaHHbie npocjieccopoM yi/mbHMCOM, cooTBeTCTBytoT Ha6nK)flaBLUnMcn cjiaKTaM, ynoMRHy- 
TbiM Bbitue. CTeneHb BJinnHne napoB Ha 3aTeMHeHi/ie Ha3eMHbix o6beKTOB, xorfla nap Ha- 
xoflnncn b6jii/i3m noBepxHOCTn 3eMnn, KaweTcn, 6bino 6onbLue, neM BJinnHne Ha 3aTeM- 
HeHne conHua n nyHbi, xorfla nonoweHi/ie napa 6bmo Bbime b aTMOcc(Depe. 

Reasoning from the premises thus set forth, Prof. Williams was of the opinion that such a large quantity of vapor, 
floating in the atmosphere, near the earth's surface, might be sufficient to produce all the phenomena that made the 
nineteenth of May, 1780, so memorable. Thus, the direction in which the darkness came on would be determined by the 
direction of the wind, and this was known to be from the south-west; the degree of the darkness would depend on the 
density, color, and situation of the clouds and vapor, and the manner in which they would transmit, reflect, refract, or ab¬ 
sorb the rays of light; the extent of the darkness would be as great as the extent of the vapor; and the duration of it would 
continue until the gravity of the air became so altered that the vapors would change their situation, by an ascent or de¬ 
scent; - all of which particulars, it is claimed, agree with the observations that have been mentioned. Nor does the effect 
of the vapors, in darkening terrestrial objects, when they lay near the surface of the earth, appear to have been greater 
than it was in darkening the sun and moon, when their situation was higher in the atmosphere. 


TaKHM o6pa30M, oneBi/iflHO, hto no iokoh-to oco6eHHOM npnHi/me (bo3mo>kho, M3-3a 
o6ujnpHbix noxopoB flaneKO b necy), aTMOccjiepa 6bina nepeHacbiLqeHa napaMM, i/i stm 
napbi 6binn pa3JiHHHOM nnoTHOCTM, i/i noaTOMy 3aHMMann pa3Hbie BbicoTbi. B cbh3i/i c sti/im, 
nyHM CBeTa, naflaiou^He Ha hi/ix, flon>KHbi 6binn npeTepneBaTb pa3Hoo6pa3Hbie npenoM- 
neHMR i/i OTpaweHkm, m TeM caMbiM, nocTeneHHO ocna6eBaTb, nornoLnaTbcn, i/mi/i OTpa- 
xoTbcn, He flocTwran, npi/i stom, o6t>eKTOB Ha 3eMne, xax sto o6bNHO 6biBaeT. riocKonbKy, 
pa3Hbie napbi HMeioT cbom oco6eHHOCTH, CBH3aHHbie c i/ix npnpofloi/i min nnoTHOCTbio, to 
sto OTpa3nnocb m Ha pacnpocTpaHeHi/n/i i/i nornoLneHHM pa3rmHHbix bmaob Jiynei/i, noaTO- 
My MBeTa o6t>eKTOB, onpeflennrmcb CMecbio i/mi/i npeo6naflaHneM Tex nyneM, KOTopbie 
Bee >xe npoHMKJiM nepe3 CTonb Heo6bNHoe npermTCTBMe. 3to o6tHCHeHi/ie 6bino npefl- 
no>KeHO npocjDeccopoM Bi/mbHMCOM, xoth m He b yLijep6 flpyn/iM Teopi/iHM. 

It being thus evident that the atmosphere was, from some peculiar cause (perhaps great fires in distant woods) charged, 
in a high degree, with vapors, and that these vapors were of different densities and occupied different heights, - the de¬ 
duction is, that by this means the rays of light falling on them must have suffered a variety of refractions and reflections, 
and thereby become weakened, absorbed, or so reflected, as not to fall upon objects on the earth in the usual manner; 
and as the different vapors were adapted by their nature, situation, or density, to absorb or transmit the different kind of 
rays, so the colors of objects would appear to be affected by the mixture or prevalence of those rays which were trans¬ 
mitted through so uncommon a medium. This was the explanation suggested by Prof. Williams, though not to the exclu¬ 
sion of other theories. 


Ho He 6bmo ot6oh ot wenaiomHX, MMeBLUHXca b 6 onbLUOM Koni/NecTBe, co3HaHi/ie ko- 
Topbix nopoKflano caMbix CTpaHHbie npeflnonoKeHHH OTHOCMTenbHO npHHHHbi CTO/ib ny- 
flecHoro co6biTMH. OflHi/i CHMTajiM, hto 3aTMeHne cojiHLia i/i noHBJieHHe Mpaxa 6bino Bbi- 
3B3HO pacnono>KeHneM JlyHbi, - flpyme CBH3biBann Heo6biHHoe HBJieHi/ie c npoxo>KfleHi/i- 
eM BeHepbi mum MepxypHR nepe3 amok conHqa, - flpyme o6t>HCHHnM sto 6 ny>KflaK)ineH 
3Be3floi/i, OKa3aBLueMCH Me>Kfly 3eMnen m conHqeM. BcTpenanHCb m 6 onee npnHyflnnBbie 
o6t>HCHeHMH, Kax Hanpi/iMep, no MHeHi/no HeKOTopbix, TbMa 6bina Bbi3BaHa 6onbLuoi/i ropoi/i, 
KOTopan MeLuajiM JiynaM conHLia b TeneHi/ie aha! To jim ohh flyManw, hto HOBan ropa 6bi- 
na HeflaBHO co3flaHa m pa3MemeHa Me>Kfly 3eMJiei7i m cojiHfleM, to jii/i sto 6 bina ropa c 
flpyroii nnaHeTbi, OTopBaBLuancn m 3aKpbiBLuaH CBeT, mcxoahluhi/i ot BenMKoro CBeTi/ina. 

But there were not wanting those - and a large number they were too - who gave play, in their minds, to the most 
strange opinions concerning the cause of so marvelous an appearance. It was imagined by some persons, that an eclipse 
of the sun, produced of course by an interposition of the moon, was the cause of the darkness - others attributed it to a 
transit of Venus or Mercury upon the disc of the sun - others imputed it to a blazing star, which they thought came between 
the earth and the sun. So whimsical, indeed, were some of the opinions which possessed men's minds at this time, that 
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even so bare a vagary as that a great mountain obstructed the rays of the sun's light during that day, obtained advocates! 
Whether they thought that a new mountain was created and placed between the earth and the sun, or that a mountain 
from this globe had taken flight and perched upon that great luminary, does not appear. 

To, hto 3Ta TbMa He 6bina Bbi3BaHa o6bMHbiM 3aTMeHi/ieM, o6t>acHHeTCH nono>xeHMeM 
rmaHeTapHbix Ten b to Bpeivm, m6o nyHa 6bina 6onee, neM b CTa nnTMflecnTM rpaflycax ot 
conHua b TeneHne Bcero aha, m, no TOHHbiM pacneTaM, cflenaHHbiM caMbiMM 3HaMeHMTbi- 
mm acTpoHOMaMH, b 3tom rofly He Momo 6biTb npoxo>KfleHMe nepe3 amok cormua nto6ow 
M3 ABM>KyLAMXcn nnaHeT, tbxmx KaK BeHepa mjim MepxypMM; He Morno 6biTb m 6 ny>KAatomMX 
3Be3A, m TeM 6onee, ropbi, cnoco6Hbix 3aTMMTb AHeBHyto aTMOccfcepy, m ocTaBMTb 6e3 
o6t>ncHeHMn rny6oKyto TeMHOTy cneAytomeM hohm. KpoMe Toro, Taxaa Heo6bNHan HOHHaa 
TbMa He Morna cneAOBaTb 3aTMeHMto cormua; a hto xacaeTcn flyHbi, to OHa 6bina b to 
BpeMfl 6onee neM b copoxa nacax ABM>xeHMH no3aAM CBoeM onno3MUMM. 

That this darkness was not caused by an eclipse, is manifest by the various positions of the planetary bodies at that 
time, for the moon was more than one hundred and fifty degrees from the sun all that day, and, according to the accurate 
calculations made by the most celebrated astronomers, there could not, in the order of nature, be any transit of the planet 
Venus or Mercury upon the disc of the sun that year; nor could it be a blazing star - much less a mountain, - that darkened 
the atmosphere, for this would still leave unexplained the deep darkness of the following night. Nor would such excessive 
nocturnal darkness follow an eclipse of the sun; and as to the moon, she was at that time more than forty hours' motion 
past her opposition. 


OAHa M3 TeopMM, npeAncoxeHHaa p,nn o6t>HCHeHMfl TaMHCTBeHHoro ABJieHMa, m HaLueA- 
Lua a noAAepwxy, o6‘bflCHHJia cneAyx)iAMM o6pa30M: Tenno cormua Bbi3biBaeT noAteM 
MHoroHMcneHHbiMM MacTMU {95}, xoTopbie MoryT OTJiMHaTbCH no CBoeMy cocTaBy; x hmm 
OTHoeflTCH nacTMUbi BOAbi, cepHMCTbie, mncoBbie, rpyHTOBbie t ApyrMe nacTMqbi; cpeAM 
hmx BOAbi MopeM, pex m BOAoeMOB; AbiM ropnLAMX BynxaHOB, Bbi3BaHHbiM ropeHMeM noA- 
3eMHOM naBbi; Bee ApyrMe BMAbi AbiMa, Macen, ToniiMBa, HecjDTecoAep>xaLL|MX BemscTB M3 
pa3JlMHHblX BMAOB 3eMJlM, COXa ASpSBbeB, paCTeHMM M TpaB; rpyHTOBbIX M a30TMCTblX nac- 
tml| cojim, CHera, BOAbi, m poACTBeHHbix mctohhmxob; - 3to Bee npoM3BOAMTcn b perMOHax, 
rAe mx nono>xeHMe noABepraeTcn pa3riMHHbiM M3MeHeHM3M no npMHMHe ABM>xeHMn m c>xa- 
tm n B03Ayxa, b pe3ynbTaTe Hero ohm mhotas pa3pn>xaK)Tcn, a MHorAa ynnoTHHK3Tcn. 

no oahom M3 TeopMM, MMeiio MecTO cxonjieHMe orpoMHoro xonMHecTBa Bcex stmx nac- 
tml(, b pe3ynbTaTe Hero 6bina HOHHan TbMbi AneM; TaxMM o6pa30M, nacTMAbi, nocne mx 
noAteMa c napaMM, 6biJiM co6paHbi BMecTe BeTpaMM, AyioLAMMM c npoTMBonono>XHbix Ha- 
npaBJieHMM, m b cbh3m c mx xoHASHcauMeM, ohm BocnpennTCTBOBanM npoxo>XAeHMK3 nepe3 
aTMOccjDepy nyneM conHqa AHeM m CBeTa ot JlyHbi HOHbio. 

One of the theories, looking to a solution of the mysterious occurrence, which found defenders, was as follows: The 
heat of the sun causes an ascent of numerous particles {95} which consist of different qualities, such as aqueous, sul¬ 
phurous, bituminous, salinous, etc.; hence the waters of the seas, rivers, and ponds; the fumes of burning volcanoes, 
caused by subterraneous veins of liquid fire; all the other kinds of smoke - fat, combustibles, oily matter from various 
kinds of earth, the juice of trees, plants and herbs; salinous and nitrous particles from salt, snow water, and kindred 
sources; - these are exhaled into the regions of the air, where their positions are subject to various mutations or changes 
by reason of the motion and compression of the air, causing them to be sometimes rarefied and sometimes condensed. 
It was (according to this theory) a vast collection of such particles that caused the day of darkness; that is, the particles, 
after being exhaled, were driven together by certain winds from opposite points of the compass, and condensed to such 
a degree by the weight of the earth's atmosphere, that they obstructed the appearance of the rays of the sun by day, and 
those of the moon by night. 


B 3aBepLLieHMM npeAOCTaBJieHMa CjDaXTOB M o6CTOHTe/lbCTB, OTHOCfll±|MeCH X 3TOMy 3Ha- 
MeHaTenbHOMy ahio b mctopmm Hobom Ahitimm m ceBepHbix LLlTaTOB, bo3mo>xho, He timlu- 
hmm 6yAeT Ao6aBMTb, hto noAo6HbiM p,eub c TaMHCTBeHHOM TeMHOTOM y>xe npoM3omen 21 
oxTfl6pa 1716 roAa; 6bino Tax TeMHO, hto jikdah 6biJiM Bbmy>XAeHbi 3a>XMraTb CBeHM, hto- 
6bi noy>XMHaTb, - 3Ta TbMa He Morna 6biTb Bbi3BaHa 3aTMeHMeM conHL(a, nocxonbxy 3a- 
TMeHMe y>xe 6bino neTBepToro HMcna 3Toro >xe Mecaua. 

B mctopmm M3BecTeH m ApyroM criynaM Heo6biHHOM TeMHOTbi b fleTpoMTe m ero oxpecT- 
hocthx, Ha6nx)AaBLUMMCH 19 oxTfl6pa 1762 roAa; TbMa npMcyTCTBOBana npaxTMHecxM b 
TeneHMe 6onbiueM nacTM ahs. TbMa HacTynMna c yTpa m npoAOJDxanacb ao agbstm nacoB 
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Benepa, Korfla Ha6nioflanocb He6onbLuoe npoacHeHne; b TeneHne neTBepTM naca 6bino 
BMflHO cormpe, KOTopoe Bbirnafleno KpacHbiM, KaK KpoBb, n b Tpn pa3a KpynHee, neM o6bin- 
ho. Bo3,qyx, Bee sto BpeMfl, 6bin rpH3HO >KenTOBaToro pBeia. B nonoBMHe BToporo aha 
6bmo HacTOJibKO TeMHO, hto noipe6oBanocb 3a>Kenb CBenw, HTo6bi 3aHMMaTbca o6bNHbiM 
flOMaLUHMM xo3hmctbom. Oko/io Tpex HacoB flHa, TbMa dana eme nnoTHee, ee mhtohcmb- 
HOCTb ycnjiMBanacb flo nonoBMHbi neTBepToro, xorfla Beiep noflyn c toro-3ana,qa m npn- 
Hec Ha He6onbLUOH flo>Kflb, conpoBO>KflaBLUMMC5i o6nnbHbiM KOJii/iHecTBOM MenKMX nepHbix 
HacTMq, HanoMMHaK)Lnnx cepy no BMfly, 3anaxy m no KanecTBy. 

JImct hmctom 6 yMarn, HaxoflMBLUMMca nofl flo>KfleM, cian coBepLueHHO nepHbiM mmohho 
b Tex MecTax, rfle Ha Hero naflarm Kanrm flo>Kflfl; xorfla ero noflepwarm pnflOM c omeM, 
oh npno6pen wembiM UBei; Korfla 6yiviary coxm, OHa npeBpaTHJiacb bo Biia>KHbiM nopoLUOK. 
MepHbm L(BeT npno6peno Bee, Kyfla ynarm nepHbie nopoLiiKoo6pa3Hbie HacTMqbi; fla>xe 
peKa 6bina noKpbua nepHow neHOM, KOTopan, Korfla ee chetii/i c noBepxHoc™, HanoMMHa- 
na neHy ot xo3ni/icTBeHHoro Mbina, c toh rmiiib pasHHpei/i, hto OHa 6onee >KMpHbM, m ee 
LjBeT 6bm nepHbiM, KaK nepHMna. B ceMb nacoB Benepa B03flyx nponcHHncn. 

3to HBneHMe Ha6moflanocb Ha o6lui/iphom TeppnTopnn CTpaHbi. HecMOTpn Ha pa3JiMH- 
Hbie npeflnonoweHMfl, KOTopbie Torfla noHBmiMCb flrm oObncHeHHH npMHHHbi CTonb Heop- 
flMHapHoro co6biTnn, b HeM npncyTCTBOBana TaKan >Ke Tai/iHCTBeHHOCTb, hto m b 1780 ro- 
fly - BOflHBLuan b 3a6ny>KfleHMe fla>Ke yneHeHLUHX 4)i/mococ|30B m niofleM HayKM. 


Having thus presented the facts and circumstances pertaining to this notable day in the history of the New England or 
northern states, it may not be amiss to add, that a similar day of mysterious darkness occurred on October 21, 1716; the 
day was so dark, that people were forced to light candles to dine by, - a darkness which could not proceed from an}' 
eclipse, a solar eclipse having taken place on the fourth of that month. There was also a remarkable darkness at Detroit 
and vicinity, October 19, 1762, being almost total for the greater part of the day. It was dark at day-break, and this con¬ 
tinued until nine o'clock, when it cleared up a little, and, for the space of about a quarter of an hour, the body of the sun 
was visible, it appearing as red as blood, and more than three times as large as usual. The air, all this time, was of a 
dingy yellowish color. At half-past one o'clock, it was so dark as to necessitate the lighting of candles, in order to attend 
to domestic duties. At about three in the afternoon, the darkness became more dense, increasing in intensity until half¬ 
past three, when the wind breezed up from the southwest and brought on a slight fall of rain, accompanied with a profuse 
quantity of fine black particles, in appearance much like sulphur, both in smell and quality. A sheet of clean paper, held 
out in this rain, was rendered quite black wherever the drops fell upon it; but, when held near the fire, it turned to a yellow 
color, and, when burned, it fizzed on the paper, like wet powder. So black did these powdery particles turn everything 
upon which they fell, that even the river was covered with a black froth, which, when skimmed off the surface, resembled 
the lather of soap, with this difference, that it was more greasy, and its color as black as ink. At seven, in the evening, the 
air was more clear. This phenomenon was observed throughout a vast region of country; and, though various conjec¬ 
tures were indulged in, as to the cause of so extraordinary an occurrence, the same degree of mystery attaches to it as 
to that of 1780, - confounding the wisdom even of the most learned philosophers and men of science. 


JlerKO ce6e npeflCTaBHTb, KaK rny6oKHH i/i TaHHCTBeHHbiw MpaK, noKpbiBLUHM 3eMJiK) b 
tot naivmTHbiM fleHb fleBHTHaflqaToro Maa, HanonHi/m Bee cepflqa yflMBneHHeM, a MHornx 
HanoriHi/in CTpax, - m HOBoe B03BpameHne hpkocth h KpacoTbi, xapaKTepHofi flna Mecaqa 
m ce30Ha, OTpa3nnocb paflocTbio Ha ni/max Monoflbix, m ycnoKoeHMeM b cepflqax CTapo>KMn, 
m6o HMKorfla paHee npnpofla He noHBJiHJiacb ofleTofi b CTonb onapoBaTe/ibHoe ofleaHMH 
M3 conHeHHoro CBeTa, He6a m 3eneHM. {96} 


It may easily be imagined, that, as the deep and mysterious darkness which covered the land on the memorable 
nineteenth of May filled all hearts with wonder - and multitudes with fear, - so, the return, at last, of that brightness and 
beauty characteristic of the month and of the season, brought gladness again to the faces of the young, and composure 
to the hearts of the aged; for never before did nature appear clothed in so charming an attire of sunshine, sky and ver¬ 
dure. {96} 
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